s
q..“\,_“.: 3 @m}br

S
2




I0A  Finance&Commerce . financa-commerce. com

MnDOT Increasediwerkioad bla

Continued from page 1A

contractors to“ﬁmhemdentxf; and clavify .
areas oflmprovementm theprojectdevel:
ocon]mg fo '\'[nD S

Tiny Wokke. dnrecto ¢

way Division, said contractors v.ho bidon
MADOT work need to know that the plens 7

Bttt ling, e sald, thew dowt warit fo
spend time and resources bidding'ajob, “J
and 'Tsarkmg wzth supplzet‘s -and supcon- ;

‘hecause we dzscos'ered fhere weré sorie
errors”’ " .

A notable recent e\ample ;s thie High:
e :

ing new bids for the pt‘o;cct beeaifsé 6f 4
“diseréparicy in the construction plan that
could dffeet the final cost of the project’?

The error had to do with the ameunt; of
earthwork recuired for the projeet, which
was .originally awarded to Wiseonsin
based Hoffméan Construction. :

On July 16, MnDOT- announced-a new:
apparent low bidder: Sleepy- Eye- based"
Mathiowetz Construction,

Mathioweta's bid of SI7: B million is a¢
ally.a bitdower.than-the original lov
The delayin awardmg thebid set back thé
projectschedile shghtly Dutitsstillslated
for -coriplefion “in - 201, aceat&mg to
MnDOT. )

Earlier this! sprmg. Mathlm\ctz 1tself= ;
cameupshort in dnother rébid: a 850 il
Tion-plus: Highivay 28 Paynesville hyp:m' ; ?
praject;which will take place over the next upgredes zre part e, 3
three’summers. liavel betwéen the Twin

In: the first round of bidding, in late
2009, Mathiowatz suibiitted an agparent:

. low bid of 83L4:million.

.. MnDQTcalled foranew. setof Highway
23 bids after dmo\-ermg that thebids were

unbalancgd“ .

.. AsChigloputit, “there wére some com-

. putational-errors” that “generated some
concern on ourpart. That is why we rebid .
those projects™

Angora-based KGM-Contractors was
the low bidder the-second time around,
with a bid of $32.2- million; mughly.
$800,000 1more than Mathiowetz's original
bid and 8357000 less than Mathiowetz's
second submitéal,

Mathiowets, KGM and Hoffman de-
clined offers to'comment on the rebids.

Jeft Bertram, a Paynesville City Council
member, questidned the need for arebid of - log
the Highway 23 Payniesville hypass project.  fro;
At minimum, he said, the rebid added to  Be; 3 : / %
the project’s cost and rafsed questions  -Th'goneral, afed mgor"un : VP - a-YOIJ. dOIlt lmDW

" about the integrity of the process. settledness” in the tiarketplace when * you “Those are :nmbiejobs. saad Mattson,

A lot of people, ineluding contractors, -don’tknow: fyour“!)esf and final offériha - iWhose fir did riot sibmit bids for-any of ]f your bBSt and ﬁnal
had tospend stafftime in puntingafterthe  fow-bid sitvation i is gomg tobe honored " the projectsthat went out for rebid. .
field goal was déné"hesaid,  ° Workesaid,” - " “Tdon'tkrow what thie evrars wierd| ut Oﬁel' m a ].OW bld

The final cost, was "close.to $1 milli
differ ence. and fmm a standpoitt of}

if Fre
eastof Pa,'neste.Tr.e three-year project iciudes grading.
Source: Minhesotz Department of Transporiation.”

—Tim Yorke, director, Associated General
Coritractors of Minnesota's Highway Division
Worke also eredits the department for : ]
.seeking advice fromcontractors. | " ;
“They [MnDOT} havé turned 4 critieal - ' . L
eyeback on themselves aid §4id, We have " o .
some pmblemsilele And they asked for “Thisis sorr'lethmg we take very seri-
our input andwe areglad to dn that," hie ouslyand thatis \\é‘n‘ywe have some initia-
sald. tives. that are moving-forward now and
Chiglo'shid the department takesa lot  thatis why we have hived thi consultant
twhat it does. . ‘to assist us," he sdid.




